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objection to confirming its assent to the establishment (1) of free
transit through Constantinople for all goods not proceeding from or
proceeding to Russia, and (2) free passage through the Straits for
merchant vessels.
In order to facilitate the breaking through of the Dardanelles under-
taken by the Allies, the Imperial Government is prepared to cooperate
in inducing those States whose help is considered useful by Great
Britain and Prance to join in the undertaking on reasonable terms.
The Imperial Government completely shares the view of the British
Government that the holy Moslem places must also in future remain
under an independent Moslem rule. It is desirable to elucidate at once
whether it is contemplated to leave those places under the rule of
Turkey, the Sultan retaining the title of Khalif, or to create new
independent States, since the Imperial Government would only be
able to formulate its desires in accordance with one or other of ,these
assumptions. On its part the Imperial Government would regard the
separation of the Khalifate from Turkey as very desirable. Of course,
the freedom of pilgrimage must be completely secured.
The Imperial Government confirms its assent to the inclusion of the
neutral zone of Persia in the British sphere of influence. At the same
time, however, it regards it as just to stipulate that the districts adjoin-
ing the cities of Ispahan and Yezd, forming with them one inseparable
whole, should be secured for Russia in view of the Russian interests
which have arisen there. The neutral zone now forms a wedge between
the Russian and Afghan frontiers, and comes up to the very frontier
line of Russia at Zulfagar. Hence a portion of this wedge will have
to be annexed to the Russian sphere of influence. Of essential impor-
tance to the Imperial Government is the question of railway construction
in the neutral zone, which will require further amicable discussion.
The Imperial Government expects that in future its full liberty of
action will be recognised in the sphere of influence allotted to it,
coupled in particular with the right of preferentially developing in that
sphere its financial and economic policies.
Lastly, the Imperial Government considers it desirable simultane-
ously to solve also the problems in Northern Afghanistan adjoining
Russia in the sense of the wishes expressed on the subject by the
Imperial Ministry in the course of the negotiations last year.
(Signed)	s.azonoff
No. 3.   Pact of London.
April 26, 1915.
AS a result of this pact between Italy, France, Great Britain and
Russia, Italy entered the World War on the side of the Entente Allies.
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article 8.
Italy shall receive entire sovereignty over the Dodekanese Islands
which she is at present occupying.

